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Say to the Khwarezmians that I am sovereign of the sunrise, 
and he is sovereign of the sunset.  Let there be a firm treaty of 
friendship, amity, and peace, and let traders and caravans on 
both sides come and go. 

 

With heaven’s aid I have conquered 
for you a huge empire, but my life was 
too short to achieve conquest of the 
whole world.  That task is left for you.  

 
All who surrender will be spared; whoever does not surrender, 
but opposes with struggle and dissension, shall be annihilated. 

 

If my body dies, let my body die, but 
don’t let my country die. 

 

The merit of any action lies 
in finishing it to its end. 

 
Those who were adept and brave I have made military commanders.  
Those who were quick and nimble I have made herders of horses.  
Those who were not adept I have given a small whip and sent to be 
shepherds.  

 

Oh people, know you have 
committed great sins.  If you ask 
me what proof I have of these 
words, I say it is because I am 
the punishment of God.  If you 
had not committed great sins, 
God would not have sent a 
punishment like me upon you.   
 

This noble king was 
called Genghis Khan, 
who in his time was of so 
great renown, that there 
was nowhere in no 
region, so excellent a lord 
in all things. 

 
 

 
   

Temujin 

The strength of a wall is neither 
greater than nor less than the 
courage of the men who defend it. 
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